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one of the richest and most picturesque parts of Switzerland.
It has no claim to grandeur of scenery. The hills, rather than
mountains, are such as you will see in Scotland, around
Balmoral and elsewhere. But there are fine rivers, glorious
forests, splendid views of the distant snows, and a wealth of little
towns which have retained much of their mediaeval simplicity,
character, and charm. Here, though you are now in Switzer-
land, you are still in old Allemania. It is the country of the
Count Rudolph of Hapsburg, the bold soldier and successful
suitor, who raised himself and family from the position of a
Count of comparatively small estate to be Emperor of
Germany, and founder of one of the greatest of the European
dynasties. The Castle of Wildeck is but three miles from the
ruins of Hapsburg. Wildeck, once a Roman watch-tower,
became first a hunting-lodge of the Count-Emperor, then the
Castle of one of his chief nobles, and later, when the Austrians,
as the family had now become, were expelled from the new
Switzerland, the old keep became the residence of one of the
successful neighbours who had risen to power under the
changed conditions of the old Hapsburg territory. The
family of Effinger of Brugg purchased the Castle at the close
of the fifteenth century, and inhabited it continuously from
that date. When we first visited it, the beautiful old place
was tenanted by the Baroness von Effinger, one of the last of
her distinguished race, who, finding the place too large for
her requirements, had built herself a most tasty and comfort-
able habitation below in the beautiful grounds of the estate.
It was this old Castle that was to be our home for some eight
years, before we moved to the equally old and interesting
place from which these "Memories" are dated. Wildeck was,
as it has been described by a visitor, a perfect gem of its
kind, and a residence fit for an Emperor. Never, in rny most
extravagant ideas, could I have hoped to live in such a per-
fectly delightful place. With a most romantic past, it had
most modern comforts, and as a summer residence was perfec-
tion. The rooms were spacious, many of them handsomely
panelled. The old majolica stoves and the painted glass